
Welcome: 

“Town Hall Public Open Forum”Town Hall Public Open Forum

Special Olympics Virginia Area 6”



1 What is “Special Olympics”1. What is Special Olympics

2. Who are “Special Olympics Athletes” 

3. Who is eligible to be a “Special Olympics Athlete”3. Who is eligible to be a Special Olympics Athlete

4. How is this program free to it’s Athletes and Volunteers

5. Where does the money to run the program come fromy p g

6. How the program can help you or someone you know

7. When and how can you or someone you know get involved; 

As athlete, a volunteer or supporter

8. Why you or someone you know should get involved 

9. How the program can change the lives of all those involved 



A Penny for your ThoughtsA Penny for your Thoughts



BackgroundBackgroundBackgroundBackground

 It all began in the early 1960s,It all began in the early 1960s,
WhenWhen Eunice Kennedy ShriverEunice Kennedy Shriver saw howsaw howWhen When Eunice Kennedy ShriverEunice Kennedy Shriver saw how saw how 

unjustly and unfairly people with unjustly and unfairly people with 
intellectual disabilities were treated.intellectual disabilities were treated.te ectua d sab t es e e t eatedte ectua d sab t es e e t eated

 She saw that many children with special She saw that many children with special 
needs didn’t have a place to playneeds didn’t have a place to playneeds didn t have a place to play. needs didn t have a place to play. 

 She decided to take action.She decided to take action.



BackgroundBackground

 “In 1962 She held a summer day camp for“In 1962 She held a summer day camp for

BackgroundBackground

 In 1962 She held a summer day camp for In 1962 She held a summer day camp for 
young people with intellectual disabilities young people with intellectual disabilities 
in her own backyardin her own backyardin her own backyard. in her own backyard. 

 The goal was to learn what these children The goal was to learn what these children 
could do in sports and other activitiescould do in sports and other activitiescould do in sports and other activities could do in sports and other activities ––

 Rather than dwell on what they could not Rather than dwell on what they could not 
d ”d ”do”. do”. 



BackgroundBackground

 In her remarks at that first events Opening In her remarks at that first events Opening 

BackgroundBackground

e e a s at t at st e e ts Ope ge e a s at t at st e e ts Ope g
Ceremony, she saidCeremony, she said
–– “these inaugural Special Olympics prove “these inaugural Special Olympics prove 

f d t l f tf d t l f t a very fundamental facta very fundamental fact
–– children with intellectual disabilitieschildren with intellectual disabilities can be exceptional athletes can be exceptional athletes 

and that through sports they can realize their potential for and that through sports they can realize their potential for 
growth.” growth.” gg

–– She pledged that this new organization, Special She pledged that this new organization, Special 
Olympics, Olympics, 
 “would offer people with intellectual disabilities everywhere:“would offer people with intellectual disabilities everywhere: would offer people with intellectual disabilities everywhere: would offer people with intellectual disabilities everywhere: 

 the chance to play, the chance to play, 
 the chance to compete the chance to compete 
 and the chance to grow.” and the chance to grow.” a d a o g oa d a o g o



Her Vision BeginsHer Vision Begins



Special Olympics TodaySpecial Olympics Today

•Is a global movement

Special Olympics TodaySpecial Olympics Today

Is a global movement

•Creating a world of inclusion and community,  

•Every single person is accepted and welcomed
•Regardless of ability or disability. 

•Making the world a better, healthier and more joyful 
place

One athlete•One athlete, 
•One volunteer, 
•One family member at a time



The Real Impact of our ProgramThe Real Impact of our ProgramThe Real Impact of our ProgramThe Real Impact of our Program

AcceptanceAcceptancepp
ToleranceTolerance
DiversityDiversity Her son Tim Shriver is the chairman and 

CEO of the Special Olympics. A nephew of 
John, Robert and Ted Kennedy, one of the 
preeminent -- almost mythic -- families in 
modern politics. 



The Scope of the ProgramThe Scope of the ProgramThe Scope of the ProgramThe Scope of the Program

Global ProgramGlobal ProgramGlobal ProgramGlobal Program
–– Special Olympics has active programs in over 170 countries Special Olympics has active programs in over 170 countries 
–– More than 3.4 million athletes More than 3.4 million athletes 
–– 30 sports offered by Special Olympics30 sports offered by Special Olympics30 sports offered by Special Olympics30 sports offered by Special Olympics

North AmericaNorth America
–– North America has 544,581 athletes North America has 544,581 athletes 

d h bb d h dd h bb d h d–– Canada, the Caribbean and the United StatesCanada, the Caribbean and the United States

VirginiaVirginia
–– More than 10 000 athletesMore than 10 000 athletesMore than 10,000 athletes More than 10,000 athletes 
–– Seven regional officesSeven regional offices
–– 30 area programs30 area programs



Circle of SupportCircle of SupportCircle of SupportCircle of Support

Special Olympics
(International)

Special Olympics
North America

Special Olympics
Virginia

AthletesAthletes

Area Program Local Program



KEY SOVA STAFFKEY SOVA STAFFKEY SOVA STAFFKEY SOVA STAFF

 Rick Jeffrey, Rick Jeffrey, PresidentPresident

l kil ki Dave Pawlowski, Dave Pawlowski, Vice President of Program Vice President of Program 

 Val Reinford, Val Reinford, Vice President Local Program ServicesVice President Local Program Services

 Tina AndesTina Andes, , James River Region DirectorJames River Region Director



Area 6 ProgramArea 6 Program

1 A li C t

Area 6 ProgramArea 6 Program

1. Amelia County 

2. Chesterfield County
• Community Based

• School Based

3. Powhatan County

4. Goochland County 

5. New Kent County 

6. City of West Pointy



Area 6 OrganizationArea 6 OrganizationArea 6 OrganizationArea 6 Organization
Chairman/Coordinator

Michael J MarrettiMichael J Marretti

Treasurer,
Secretary

Sports Director, 
Richard A. Koch Event Director

Web Site 
Manager, Data Base Manager

Melissa Gayle

Event Team
(Ad Hoc)

Kathy Horvath Melissa Gayle

Fund Raising
Team Leader 

Michelle Shores

Athlete 
Representative,
Crystal Fowler

Athletes
On Call

Team
Members

Amelia
Chesterfield 
Community

Chesterfield
Schools Goochland, New Kent, West

P i t
Powhatan, 

Young Athlete
Manager, 

Vacant

Public Relations
Director, 

Tracy Cade

e a Community, 
Karin Koch

Schools, 
Marjorie Loya Jayne Hancock Robin McClaine PointPat Fowler



Critical RelationshipCritical RelationshipCritical Relationship Critical Relationship 

AthletesAthletes

Amelia Chesterfield 
Community

Chesterfield
Schools Goochland New Kent Powhatan West

PointAmelia



A Question Often AskedA Question Often AskedA Question Often AskedA Question Often Asked

 Is Special OlympicsIs Special Olympics Is Special Olympics… Is Special Olympics… 
–– A A Sports ProgramSports Program for those with Intellectual for those with Intellectual 

DisabilitiesDisabilities
–– A A Program for those with Intellectual DisabilityProgram for those with Intellectual Disability

based upon Sports based upon Sports 

RJ & MMRJ & MM



The Answer!!The Answer!!The Answer!!The Answer!!

 BOTHBOTH BOTH… BOTH… 

B d th l l f kill d f ti iB d th l l f kill d f ti i Based on the level of skill and functioningBased on the level of skill and functioning

Athletic skillsAthletic skills
Life skillsLife skillsLife skillsLife skills



Who are “Special Olympics Athletes”Who are Special Olympics Athletes

 People with intellectual disabilitiesPeople with intellectual disabilities People with intellectual disabilitiesPeople with intellectual disabilities

–– What is an intellectual disability?What is an intellectual disability?yy

 1. Intellectual functioning level (IQ) below 701. Intellectual functioning level (IQ) below 70--75 75 

 2. Significant limitations exist in two or more 2. Significant limitations exist in two or more 
adaptive skill areas adaptive skill areas 

 3. The condition manifests itself before the age of 183. The condition manifests itself before the age of 18



Who is eligibleWho is eligible 
• Special Olympics training and competition is open to any 
person with an intellectual disabilityp y

• Eight years of age or over 
•Eligible to train and Compete•Eligible to train and Compete

• Ages 6 – 7 
M t i b t t ti i t i titi•May train but not participate in competitions 

• Ages 2 – 7 may participate in the Young Athletes g y p p g
Program, 

•BTW The Council position for the “Young Athlete Program” Vacant



Who is eligibleWho is eligible 

There is no maximum age or 
age limit for participation inage limit for participation in 
Special Olympics.



How is the Area 6 program free 
t it’ ti i tto it’s participants

•Funded Totally By Donations•Funded Totally By Donations
•Business
•Groups
Se ice Cl bs•Service Clubs

•Our Own Fund Raising Efforts
•Individuals

•100 Percent of our Funds are spent to 
directly benefit our athletesdirectly benefit our athletes

•No Overhead
Volunteer run program•Volunteer run program



How is this program free 
t it’ ti i tto it’s participants

•Area 6 Funds Pay For:
•Sports equipmentSports equipment
•Uniforms 
•Registration fees
•Transportation•Transportation
•Facility Usage Charges 
•Travel Accommodations
•Food, Snacks, Beverages
•Awards, Certificates, Medals, Ribbons



Where does the money to run theWhere does the money to run the 
program come from

 State Fund Raising EffortsState Fund Raising Efforts
– $5.9M in 2010$5.9M in 2010

 Area 6 Fund Raising EffortsArea 6 Fund Raising Efforts
–– $40K Annual Average $40K Annual Average 



Cost SharingCost Sharinggg
SOVA & AreasSOVA & Areas

ll lll l Fall Games As An ExampleFall Games As An Example
–– 144 From Area 6 Attended144 From Area 6 Attended

Vi i i B h AVi i i B h A–– Virginia Beach AreaVirginia Beach Area
 Overnight LodgingOvernight Lodging

 TransportationTransportation
 Meals, Meals, 

–– Dinner, Breakfast, LunchDinner, Breakfast, Lunch

–– Area 6 Contributed Area 6 Contributed 

7 Statewide
Events Annually 

–– $7,984.00$7,984.00
 $55.44 PP$55.44 PP

30 Diff t A SOVA30 Different Areas SOVA



How the program can help you orHow the program can help you or 
someone you know

•Special Olympics: a vision to create a world where every person is 
celebrated and accepted

•Improve the lives of people with intellectual disabilities everywhere•Improve the lives of people with intellectual disabilities everywhere 

•Transform the lives of everyone

• A better, more accepting world for all of us.

•Dignity,

•Acceptance,

•A chance to reach one’s potential

Human rights worth promoting for everyone!Human rights worth promoting for everyone! 



When and how can you or someone you know 
get involved; as athlete a volunteer or supporterget involved; as athlete, a volunteer or supporter  

 AS an Athlete:AS an Athlete:
–– If you or anyone you know has an intellectual disability and is 8 or over If you or anyone you know has an intellectual disability and is 8 or over 

all they need to do is sign up and have a simple medical form all they need to do is sign up and have a simple medical form 
completed and given to your local coordinatorcompleted and given to your local coordinatorcompleted and given to your local coordinator. completed and given to your local coordinator. 

 AS a Volunteer:AS a Volunteer:
–– You have already taken the first step, You have already taken the first step, 

 Getting informationGetting information Getting informationGetting information
 Take on a volunteer role Take on a volunteer role 

 AS Supporter:AS Supporter: AS  Supporter:AS  Supporter:
–– Come and CheerCome and Cheer
–– Make a donationMake a donation
–– Offer Discounts on products/servicesOffer Discounts on products/servicesOffer Discounts on products/servicesOffer Discounts on products/services



Why you or someone you know should get involved

1.1. Volunteering connects you to others Volunteering connects you to others 
V l i h l k f i d dV l i h l k f i d d

y y y g

2.2. Volunteering helps you make new friends and contactsVolunteering helps you make new friends and contacts
3.3. Volunteering increases your social and relationship skillsVolunteering increases your social and relationship skills
4.4. Volunteering can be done as a familyVolunteering can be done as a family
55 Volunteering is good for your mind and bodyVolunteering is good for your mind and body5.5. Volunteering is good for your mind and body Volunteering is good for your mind and body 
6.6. Volunteering increasing selfVolunteering increasing self--confidence confidence 
7.7. Volunteering combats depression Volunteering combats depression 
88 Volunteering helps you stay physically healthyVolunteering helps you stay physically healthy8.8. Volunteering helps you stay physically healthyVolunteering helps you stay physically healthy
9.9. Volunteering can advance your career Volunteering can advance your career 
10.10. Volunteering can provide career experienceVolunteering can provide career experience
11.11. Volunteering can teach you valuable job skillsVolunteering can teach you valuable job skillsg y jg y j
12.12. Volunteering brings fun and fulfillment to your life Volunteering brings fun and fulfillment to your life 



Why you or someone you know should get involvedy y y g

•• When it comes to volunteering:When it comes to volunteering:
•• Passion and positivity Passion and positivity 

•• Are the only requirements neededAre the only requirements needed

C bC b1.1. Contribute BigContribute Big
2.2. Contribute smallContribute small



A D Abb StA D Abb StA Dear Abby StoryA Dear Abby Story

 Trip to HollandTrip to Holland
A t f V ti PlA t f V ti Pl–– A story of a Vacation Plan A story of a Vacation Plan 
 Vacation that goes wrong Vacation that goes wrong 



“Trip to Holland”“Trip to Holland”

 Couple Books a Vacation to ItalyCouple Books a Vacation to Italy
–– Arrives in HollandArrives in Holland
 Unplanned Unplanned 
 Unexpected Unexpected 
 No way to have preparedNo way to have prepared

 Couldn’t be changed Couldn’t be changed 



“ i ll d”“ i ll d”“Trip to Holland”“Trip to Holland”

 Actually an AnalogyActually an Analogy Actually an AnalogyActually an Analogy
 A story about OpportunityA story about Opportunity



Intellectual DisabilitiesIntellectual DisabilitiesIntellectual DisabilitiesIntellectual Disabilities

 Unplanned Unplanned 
 Unexpected Unexpected 
 No way to have preparedNo way to have preparedy p py p p
 Can’t be changed Can’t be changed 



“Trip to Holland”“Trip to Holland”

 The story tells of how the coupleThe story tells of how the couple The story tells of how the couple The story tells of how the couple 
reacted, to the Vacation…in Holland!reacted, to the Vacation…in Holland!



“ i ll d”“ i ll d”“Trip to Holland”“Trip to Holland”

 They could have spent the vacation They could have spent the vacation 
R f lR f l RemorsefulRemorseful
 UnhappyUnhappy
 Wishing “things” had been differentWishing “things” had been different Wishing things … had been differentWishing things … had been different
 Wishing they arrived in Italy… as plannedWishing they arrived in Italy… as planned



“Trip to Holland”“Trip to Holland”

 Or The Vacationing couple Or The Vacationing couple g pg p
 Could seek out and explore HollandCould seek out and explore Holland

–– Finding it’s wonders and it’s own intrigue Finding it’s wonders and it’s own intrigue 
M ki th t ll th ld bM ki th t ll th ld b Making the moments all they could be Making the moments all they could be 

 Seizing those unplanned opportunitiesSeizing those unplanned opportunities



A ParallelA ParallelA Parallel A Parallel 

–– The Story “Trip to Holland”The Story “Trip to Holland”
–– Knowing Someone with an IntellectualKnowing Someone with an IntellectualKnowing Someone with an Intellectual Knowing Someone with an Intellectual 

DisabilityDisability

 Unplanned Unplanned 
 Unexpected Unexpected 
 No way to have preparedNo way to have prepared
 Can’t be changedCan’t be changed

Very similarVery similarVery similarVery similar



The ParallelThe ParallelThe Parallel The Parallel 

Th h S i l Ol iTh h S i l Ol i–– Through Special Olympics we can:Through Special Olympics we can:
–– Seize Opportunities Seize Opportunities 
–– Appreciate:Appreciate:Appreciate:Appreciate:
 What we/you have, What we/you have, 
 Who we/you know,Who we/you know,

Wh / bWh / b Who we/you can beWho we/you can be
 What we/you can doWhat we/you can do

–– Help someone be all they can beHelp someone be all they can be
–– We can help ourselves be the kind of people We can help ourselves be the kind of people 

we all want other people to bewe all want other people to be



How does theHow does the 
program change 

th li f llthe lives of all 
those involved



IT PUTS LIFE IN 
PERSPECTIVE

IT’SIT’S


